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I’m frequently told how positive and exhilarating visitors and regulars find our 
committee meetings. I think this is not just down to the fact that chance has 
brought together a varied and enthusiastic group with a considerable range 
of talents, which it has, but also to the remarkable influence of the park itself. 
 
From the beginning it was clear that our park held a very special place in the 
affections and communal memory of the local people. It is this public support 
and encouragement that has made our endeavours both rewarding and a 
pleasure. The events which have been organised, and the physical 
improvements which have already been carried out have been very well 
received. But there is a great public desire to see more, much more. That is 
also the desire and ambition of everyone involved with the Friends group. Of 
course none of this would have been possible without the help, support and 
guidance of our colleagues at Changing Places and Create. It has been a 
real team effort, and all the better for that.  
 
So what of the future? South Lanarkshire Council has lodged a bid with 
Heritage Lottery for substantial finance to develop facilities and encourage 
greater use of the park. This is a long-term project and it will be many 
months before the initial results of the bid are known. In the meantime, the 
Friends group is actively considering further projects, and sources of finance. 
We are particularly keen to improve play areas for children, but we are also 
considering the needs of older people too. 
 
We will also be looking at ways of extending and improving activities like the 
Fun Day, which will be on Saturday 30th August. It’s all go and great fun. 
 
Norman Rae 
Chair of Friends of Cambuslang Park 
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The Friends of Cambuslang Park held a “Memories Event” in the 
Cambuslang Institute, on the 4th June.   The event was held to further 
raise the profile of Cambuslang Park, and allow us to record local 
people’s memories and artefacts for prosperity.   Approximately 150 
people attended the event and were able to peruse the photographs and 
memorabilia on show.   

Provost Russell Clearie, unveiled an amazing 
old map of Cambuslang and the surrounding 
area dating from 1912. This really is worth 
seeing. The amount of detail is incredible.  The 
map is hanging in the entrance to Cambuslang 
Institute and available for all to see.  This map 
was retrieved from a skip by the Chairperson of 
the Friends of Cambuslang Park, Norman Rae 
approx 30 years ago. He has very generously 
gifted the map to the people of Cambuslang 
Park. 

The Lanarkshire Family Heritage Society was 
there helping and advising people of their family 
tree research, they also had a wide variety of 
books on sale to help people in their history trail. 

Local man Gordon Dinnie gifted a collection of 
old local photos and postcards and a DVD of a 
1964 jazz concert in the park. 

The group were delighted, when Ohna 
Robertson gifted to them the official 
Souvenir Guide to commemorate the 
opening of Cambuslang Park from June 
1913, and Dorothy Smith gifted a mug 
commemorating the 250th anniversary 
(1992) of the Cambuslang Wark. 

Norman Rae & Provost Clearie 

Group member Billy Miller talking 
about Cambuslang’s history 
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The Community Learning and Media Project were 
on hand to scan local people’s photos, and film peo-
ple recalling their memories, including Mrs Elspeth 
McKissock who remembered her Aunt Nell carrying 
out an ARP demonstration of fire fighting equipment 
in the Park during the second world war.   We have 
accumulated approximately 2 hours of recorded 
memories.  

The Group were delighted 
that so many people made 
the effort to turn out, we       
received visitors not only from 
our local area, but one from    
Australia who was over in 
Cambuslang after a family    
bereavement, and another Mr 
Ian Hamilton who came from 
Biggar. Ian originally was born 
and brought up in             
Cambuslang and attended 
West Coates Primary School.  

He heard about our event as he regularly receives the “Community     
Matters Newspaper” and literature from the Friends of Cambuslang Park, 
and took the opportunity to come along and share his photos. 

The Friends of Cambuslang Park would like to 
thank the local community, Changing Places,  
Create, CLAMP (Community Learning and    
Media Project), Lanarkshire Family History   
Society, Local Elected Members and Provost 
Clearie for turning out and making this event 
such a success, and for sharing the wonderful 
stories that make up our history. 

Ian Hamilton is one of the Twins on second back row 

Since the event local people have continued to donate items to the 
group, which I am in no doubt will encourage them to have a similar 
event in the future, so these items can be displayed. 
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The Friends of Cambuslang Park had a stall at Summerfest (Cambuslang Gala 
Day) on the 21st June.   

The group raised funds for their events by selling plants; home-baking, toys and 
raffles etc.  We raised £290. 

It was also an excellent opportunity to talk to local people about the park, and more 
people joined up as “Friends of Cambuslang Park”. 

Thank you to everyone who donated items to the stall which included plants, home 
baking, and raffle prizes., and a special thanks to the following people who helped 
out on the day: Margaret Sloan, Isobelle Pettigrew, Edward Cais, Elspeth Watson 
and Heather Petrie. 

Margaret Sloan and Isobelle Pettigrew working hard on the Stall. 
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ALL CHILDREN MUST BE  

ACCOMPANIED BY A RESPONSIBLE ADULT 
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Extract from the Cambuslang Parish Council Meeting Minutes Tuesday 10th 
March, 1914 who met with the Public Park Committee.  I thought this would be of 

interest to some of our readers. 
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Following last year’s very successful guided walk around Cambuslang Park, the 
Friends decided to host another guided walk on 25th June.  The group was led by 
Hamish Neilson, from Greenspace (who is based at Chatelheraut Country Park) 
who was on hand to explain about various flowers, trees and wildlife. 

Approximately 35 Adults and children and 1 dog turned up at the event.  The 
group were very lucky with the weather, as the evening turned out to be sunny.  

Hamish got all the children involved, and they collected as many leaves as they 
could as they walked round the park.  Everyone really enjoyed the event and we 
will look forward to offering the community another tour soon. 
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The Friends of Cambuslang Park are still keen to collect your memories 
of Cambuslang Park or old Cambuslang.  If you have old photographs we 
would like to with your approval scan them and return the original         
photograph to you, and collect any information you have.    

Contact the Friends of Cambuslang Park through Changing Places,    
Cambuslang Institute, or telephone 0141 641-7973. 

We are collecting this memorabilia for future “Friends of Cambuslang 
Events” or if we are eventually successful, in our hope to have a local    
museum in our area. 
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If you would like to contribute an article to this publication, please contact 
Heather Petrie at CREATE, 1-15 Main Street, Cambuslang G72 7EX.  

Telephone 0141 641 8884 or email hpetrie@create-ltd.co.uk 


