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Cambuslang Park is on course to benefit from 

a massive £1.2 million investment, thanks to 

the Heritage Lottery Fund giving the park a 

stage one pass for a grant of £551,500 and Development funding of 

£22,700. 

This means that money has been earmarked by the Heritage Lottery Fund.  

Competition at this stage is tough, and while a stage one pass does not 

guarantee funding, it is an indication of positive support and money for the 

scheme is set aside.  We can then progress to stage two and submit a 

further, fully developed application to secure the full grant.  If successful, 

South Lanarkshire Council will also match fund at least £500,000. 

“The £551,500 Heritage Lottery Fund grant will go together with £382,000 

capital     investment from South Lanarkshire Council and £140,000 revenue 

investment in the future.  The Heritage Lottery Fund grant is reliant on 

additional stage two information being submitted to the Heritage Lottery 

Fund and investment will not commence until mid 2010 at the earliest”. 

The investment will see improvements to the play 

area, fencing, woodland areas and the arena space.  

The investment will develop the significant local 

history and increase events and local participation in 

the park. 
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The Friends of Cambuslang Park held their Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 29th 

April, 2009 in the Cambuslang Institute. 

The following people were duly elected to serve on the Committee: 

   Chairperson  : Norman Rae 

   Vice-Chair  : Margaret Sloan 

   Treasurer  : Joy Anderson 

   Secretary  : Anne Flannigan 

Ordinary Committee Members:  

Edward Cais  Robert Bell  James McBride 

Isobelle Pettigrew  Jack Taylor  Margaret Gillespie 

Lianne Grieve-Hunter 

 

Additional copies of the Annual Report are available for anyone who would like a copy. 

 

 

FRIENDS OF CAMBUSLANG PARK  

COMMITTEE MEMBER MEETINGS 

The dates for the Committee Meetings held on Wednesday evenings from 7-9 

pm in the Cambuslang Institute for the remainder of the year are as follows:  

10th June; 8th July; 12th August; 9th September; 14th October; 

11th November and 9th December. 

Members of the public are welcome to attend, and see the committee in action, 

or if willing, become actively involved in the Park activities. 



 3 

  

 

I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are currently planning events for our “Young Explorers” and will 
advise you of the details in due course.   

If you or your friends, would like to join the Young Explorers, and 
haven’t yet joined, a joining form is available on our website 
(www.cambuslangpark.org) and you can print it off and either hand it 
to one of the Friends Group or post it to us.   

The Friends of Cambuslang Park, c/o Changing Places, 
Cambuslang Institute, Greenlees Road, Cambuslang, G72 8DT.    

Would you like to take part in other activities in the park? YES / NO 

What type of activities would you like to take part in? 

  Arts & Crafts 

  Exploring and Playing Games 

  Storytelling 

  Taking Photographs 

  Other: ………………………………………………… 

Name:……………………………………….……...… Age : ……………. 

Address…………………………………………………………………….. 

Postcode:….………  Email: ……………………………………………... 
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These are just some of the things that the Friends of Cambuslang Park are            

organising for 2009, though we expect that we will add to this list as the months go 

on. 

FAMILY FUN DAY 

SATURDAY 29TH AUGUST, 2009 

IN CAMBUSLANG PARK 

10.30 am — 4 pm 

 

Why don’t you bring 

your picnic and 

enjoy the fun 

 

HALLOWEEN EVENT 

SATURDAY 31ST 

OCTOBER 2009 

2-4 PM 

MULTIPLE FAITH SERVICE 

SUNDAY 30TH AUGUST, 2009 

IN CAMBUSLANG PARK 

QUIZ WINNERS 

1st Prize: John O’Kean and Brendan 

Donnelly 

2nd Prize : Elaine O’Neil 

 

Past, Present & Future of Cambuslang Park 

(Young Explorers) 

Jordan McQuade age 8 

Mia Russell age 3 
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 I have fond memories of going to 

Cambuslang Park to roll my Easter 

egg.  My mum would let us paint our 

egg and then my sister and our 

friends would go with my mum and 

dad.  In the summer we would just 

about live in the park, you had your 

sandwich and juice and you would 

not go home until 

you heard the 

church bells chime 

five, then home you 

went for a bath and 

dinner.    

Margaret Sloan 

How I got involved with the Friends of 

Cambuslang Park - Anne Flannigan 

Having been born and brought up in the 

Cambuslang area, I have fond memories of the 

park. Playing tennis (wasn’t that good at it), going 

for picnics and being taken to the park by our 

teacher at Gateside school for a nature lesson.  

Having returned to the area just over six years ago, and living near the park, I was anxious 

to get involved when I heard that the group was being formed.  I am very active in the 

group having taken the post of Secretary and also administering the web site.  My 

daughter, her husband and 5 year old son also live near the park. I love the family events 

we hold as it is so good to see all the happy faces in the park. It is great seeing the 

improvements that have taken place already with the installation of the new multi use 

games court which can be used in all weathers. I hope to work with the group and all the 

supporting partners to make the park a well visited area for all to enjoy. 
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RONA PROUDFOOT, PARIS:   

I remember the ever flowing burn running 

through the park and my mate Damo finding a 

dead ginger cat next to the rail tracks.....you 

used to be able to roller skate around the 

rollerama with out tripping up on buckie 

bottles or burned out cars.....I have fond 

memories of spending days exploring the park 

off the beaten paths pretending we were in 

some jungle as kids. Climbed a few of those 

trees in my time as well. Not as many as the 

Brogan boys though........My friends Berts 

house used to back on to the park and we 

used to enjoy walking round to Kirkhill tennis 

club and collecting all the stray balls......I am 

a friend of the park. So great to see its 

friends all standing up to defend it. 

Reply - Hi Rona thanks for the comments - we 

are doing our best to make the park a place 

we can all enjoy once again and be able to go 

into the park and just see the beauty of it - 

there are no burnt out cars in the park that I 

know of - we are working with the co-

operation of land services to keep the park in 

the condition it warrants - in the coming 

spring we intend to have a spring clean event 

which will involve families - hope you can come 

along to some of our events 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Friends for opening the park back up to 

families. My children and I use the park quite often but are usually out before 4pm-5pm 

because the park is not the friendliest of places at that time. The Halloween event was 

thoroughly enjoyed, particularly the magician. I remember the park when I was growing up 

when it had tennis courts, putting and a lot more swings etc for kids to play on. It is nice to 

see people doing something positive to try and make the park a family place again. (Posted 

on our website in January 2009). 
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Well done for securing the money to 

improve/develop Cambuslang Park. I 

frequently use the park and I'm looking 

forward to seeing what exciting things have 

to come. 

For family days out we frequently visit 

Strathaven Park and I think this would be a 

great starting point for ideas. 

Anne Burns—Cambuslang 

I thought I'd let you know how much I have enjoyed looking at your website. I have only 

been living in Cambuslang (and Scotland) for the past year. The historical information about 

the park and the local area was a great taster for me and will enable me to find out more 

with my children. I am also impressed by the activities you are organising, and am looking 

forward to supporting the Family Fun Day. I really enjoy walking through the glen, as do my 

kids, and they particularly like eating the wild raspberries! Here's hoping for a relatively 

dry autumn so we can enjoy the colours, too! - Rosemary Benard, Cambuslang. 

I wondered if people would be interested in 

meeting one evening a week, at 6 or 6.30pm 

to walk around the park? I would be keen to 

do this and if it could be advertised then I'm 

sure others would join in who would not go 

around on their own. 

R Hewitt, Cambuslang 

I live at the concealed entrance to the park at 

Cairns Road. I'm delighted to hear that there 

is to be investment in the park, particularly the 

bandstand area. I do however have concerns 

that all this money will be spent and without 

proper surveillance ie CCTV cameras at the 

entrances to the park, we may be better just 

putting the money in one of the wheelie bins 

that the thugs keep stealing and burning down 

there. 

Great site - must involve a lot of work, so 

thanks. Any chance of more precise 

location for the carved girl's face? I 

would love to visit it.  Eddie Clarke 

If you follow the trail along the burn 

past the dovecot you will eventually come 

to the carved face although it has been 

vandalised.  There is a tree that has 

been set fire beside it. 



 8 

  

 

 

The Friends of Cambuslang Park would like to thank every-

one who braved the rain on Saturday 4th April, and came to           

Cambuslang Park and supported them in the clean-up.  The    

morning started with a Health and Safety briefing from Nor-

man Rae, Chair of the Friends group.  Wellington boots and 

litter     pickers at the ready and they began, and scattered 

throughout the pond area, bandstand and surrounding area. 

Even the children got involved, sporting some "Keep Scot-

land Tidy" bibs.  Some folks even bravely entered the pond 

area to help clean-out the rubbish - where amazingly they 

even pulled out a scooter and numerous golf balls.  Loads of rubbish bags were collected, and 

overall there was a satisfaction from the group that the 

park was looking better for the clean-up. 

After the clean-up the back-breaking task of planting 

some bulbs and plants began, but everyone got stuck 

in and the task was soon complete.  In a few months, 

everyone should be able to see the rewards as the 

flowers begin to bloom. 

All the children received a certificate for their efforts, 

and got a chance to design and make their own 

badges, as a small thankyou for their efforts. 

 

The Friends of Cambuslang Park would like to take this opportunity to thank: Hamish Neilson, 

Greenspace; Ian McCaig and his team from Land Service; Keep Scotland Tidy for their free       

merchandise; Mark Melville who came along and made badges with the children and most         

importantly those that came along.  We hope this effort will encourage others to come into the park 

and enjoy the beauty of our park, and the next time they see rubbish they will pick it up and put it 

in a bin. 
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The Friends held their annual Memories Event in the Cambuslang Institute on May 

27th.  Once again it allowed local people to come along and share their memories 

and see the various artefacts and photographs in support of Cambuslang’s rich     

history, and have a free cup of tea or coffee and some delicious home baking.      

Provost Russell Clearie opened the proceedings and spoke about how the Friends 

had come on strength to strength since they began 2 years ago. 

Taking part in the event were: Lanarkshire’s Family History Society who were on 

hand to help people with their genealogy questions about researching their family 

history; Low Parks Museum had a display of various items from wash days like 

clothes pegs, irons and wash boards to items of play - gird and cleek and skipping 

ropes, and it was great to see these items being used; and the 113 Burnside Scouts 

who are celebrating their centenary this year. 

The evening finished off with an old fashioned sing song, and once again was a    

triumphant success for the group. 
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History of the Park 
(taken from the Souvenir Brochure of the Public Park 1913) 

The Public Park was opened on the afternoon of Saturday 28th June, 1913, and 

a picturesque touch was given to the proceedings by the members of the      

various friendly societies, who on the invitation of the Parish Council, turned 

out wearing regalia and carrying beautiful banners and marched in processional 

order to the park. 

The Societies mustered in Morriston Street, and after being marshalled by 

Messrs William C M’Kelvie, David Turbitt and John Hamilton, marched off in 

the following order: Sons of Temperance (Cambuslang and Caldwell Divisions); 

Branch “Ocean Star” Irish National Foresters (preceded by two mounted    

members in ‘Robert Emmett’ dress); Ancient Order of Shepherds; British      

Order of Gardeners (Rose of Cambuslang); Independent Order of Rechabites 

(Vale of Clyde Tent); Ancient Order of Hibernians (Cambuslang & Newton       

Divisions); Independent Order of Good Templars (Clifton and George        

Whitefield Lodges); Catholic Benefit Society (St Brides Branch; and the Loyal 

Barns Graham Lodge of Oddfellows). 

The processionists were accompanied by the United Cooperative Baking         

Society’s Prize Silver Band, Cambuslang Highland Society Pipe Band the recently 

formed Pipe Band of the 3rd Cambuslang Company of the Boys Brigade, and the 

route to the Glen was via Park Street, Colebrooke Street, Main Drive,       

Greenlees Road, and Mansefield Avenue. 

In the presence of the friendly society members, and a vast crowd which filled 

Mansefield Avenue from end to end, the Rev. James Hutchinson of St Paul’s 

U.F. Church, Cambuslang offered up a dedicatory prayer, and thereafter Mr 

Alexander Brown, Chairman of the Parish Council, presented Mr D.G. Cormack, 

Convener of the Park Committee, with a Souvenir Key, with which Mrs Cormack 

opened the ornate gates of the principal entrance. 
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 Fortunately, the day was dry and the opening ceremonies were carried through 

without even the suggestion of a hitch. 

In the evening a select company of ladies and gentlemen were entertained to 

high tea in the Cambuslang Institute.  Selections on the pianoforte were given 

by Miss Cormack, who also sang with marked success, and ‘Tam o’ Shanter’ was 

recited in a most entertaining manner by Parish Councillor Crofts.  The singing 

of ‘Auld Lang Syne’ by the company concluded a memorable day’s proceedings. 

The motion to acquire the Park was made by Councillor John Hall and          

unanimously adopted by the Council. 

The Public park which is fourteen acres in extent, has been secured at            

agricultural value, or annual rental of £2 per acre, while the Borgie Glen, which 

covers and area of thirteen acres, was gifted to the parish at a nominal sum. 

The grounds were beautifully laid out by Thomas Hall, the first Superintendent 

of the Park, and the work carefully supervised by the Park Committee. 
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Supported Supported Supported Supported 

by:by:by:by:    

If you would like to contribute an article to this publication, please 

contact Heather Petrie at CREATE, 1-15 Main Street, Cambuslang G72 

7EX.  Tel: 0141 641 8884 or email hpetrie@create-ltd.co.uk 

Chairperson: Norman Rae  

Secretary: Anne Flannigan 

 

 

 

 

 All Young Explorers are invited to bring their bikes 

to Cambuslang Park on 

Friday, 3rd July                        

At 

11.00 am 

 

The local police will be leading a bike ride around the park and will 

be taking bike registration numbers, as a way of keeping your bike 

safe in the future. 

 

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE MAIN GATE AT 11 AM 

 


