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Since our last edition of our newsletter, we have 

had some great events.  Details of which you will 

see within this newsletter.  We have been 

fortunate enough with the weather for our outside 

events—The Family Fun Day and the unveiling of 

the Cairn to commemorate the Cambuslang Wark. 

 

Our membership has continued to go from strength 

to strength and we now have over 160 members.  

New members are always welcome, and please 

remember it is free to join.  Contact our secretary for details.  We have 

a new Secretary for the group— Mrs Anne Flannigan, who also helps look 

after the website.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank our 

previous Secretary, Elspeth Watson who unfortunately stepped down 

due to other commitments. 
 

The Friends of Cambuslang Park continue to meet monthly in the 

Cambuslang Institute, details of the dates and times are always 

published in the Website, and anyone with an interest in Cambuslang 

Park would be made very welcome.  We are already in the planning stages 

for next year’s events. 

 

We would like to thank the Friends themselves, and the partner 

organisations who have helped throughout the year (Changing Places; 

CREATE; Community Matters Shop & Newspaper; Community Health 

Initiative; Streetbase; Land Services; Greenspace; SL Council; Provost 

Clearie and other elected members; Cambuslang Community Council, 

Pride of Place, Rutherglen Reformer; and the local schools who have 

helped publish our events, and lastly to the local community who have 

turned up at our events and provide encouragement to the group. 
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The Friends of Cambuslang Park Family Fun Day on Saturday 30th 
August was declared a great success by participants and visitors alike, 
and for once the weather played its part too. 

For the first time in many decades, the former bandstand area at 
Cambuslang Park  resounded to the rich sound of a traditional silver 
band, when the “Coalburn Silver Band ” kicked off the days events with 
their rousing repertoire.  This is the last colliery band still in existence in 
Lanarkshire. 

This was followed with a performance by the Starlight Dancers , always 
a popular event underlined by the huge and appreciative audience that 
turned out to see them.    

 

There was also an elegant display of Tai Chai and traditional Chinese 
Dance, and members of the audience had a chance to try it for 
themselves. 

See Photo Gallery for Photo’s  
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 Apart from all that there was also a display of American Football, and kids 
could try the Climbing Wall or visit the Digibus, and try some of the tradi-
tional children’s games, or investigate what life is found in the pond. 

 

 

All the children who came to the event were given a bag of fruit and some 
water, and Streetbase had volunteers on hand which allowed the audi-
ence to try some non-alcoholic cocktails, and fruit skewers provided by 
Community Health Initiative. 

 

 

 

On behalf of the Friends of Cambuslang Park, we would like to thank all 
those      people who gave a donation towards their funds.  The money 
will go towards future events. 

 

See Photo Gallery for Photo’s  

 



 4 

  

 

Submitted by Ian Hamilton, Biggar 

John Kennedy was born on 21st January 1897, the son of  Andrew Kennedy and his 
wife who had been Helen Carson.  He was educated at Hutchesons Boys Grammar 
School and Glasgow University.  He graduated MA in 1922 and BD in 1925.  Prior to 
undertaking his University courses he had served with the RAF during the last two 
years of the First World War.   

He was licensed as a Minister by the Presbytery of Glasgow in 1924 and became 
Assistant to the celebrated Lauchlan MacLean Watt in St Mungo’s Parish Church in 
Glasgow.  He was ordained to Lowson Memorial Church, Forfar on 15th September, 
1925 and went from there to Old Kilpatrick on 19th December, 1928.  He was         
inducted to Cambuslang Old on 11th March 1936.  Following part-time study while at 
Old Kilpatrick he graduated PhD from Glasgow University in 1934. 

He was for many years a leading member of Glasgow University’s Oriental Society; 
he was also very active in the influential Glasgow Theological Club which did much 
to foster and encourage appreciation of what its members saw as the appropriate 
form and language for public worship.  He was awarded the Honorary Degree of 
Doctor of Divinity by Glasgow University in 1966.  This was in recognition of the      
considerable service he had rendered to the University, where for a time he was    
employed as a part-time Lecturer in Practical Theology in the University’s Trinity   
College; his particular areas of expertise were in the conduct of worship and the  
systematic development of pastoral visiting.  He married Ellison Bryson Gilchrist on 
21st October, 1925 and they had two children (Margaret Alison Kennedy, born 27 
January 1929; Alan Gordon Kennedy born 31st March, 1936). 

He wrote a number of books, the most notable being “Thrums and the Barrie    
Country”, his “Argument for Christianity” and his lifetime reflections on “The         
Minister’s Vocation”.  That last book is still in some demand among students and 
second-hand copies do not linger on the shelves.  He retired on 30th September 
1966, and died on 23rd July, 1983. 
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The Friends of Cambuslang Park invited Provost Russell Clearie to unveil a Cairn in 
Cambuslang Park, marking the site of the “Cambuslang Wark”, the religious revival 
which took place in an area near the pond, now known as the Preaching Braes in 
1742. 

Provost Clearie referred to the historical significance of that event and paid      trib-
ute to Pride of Place, Changing Places, CREATE and the Friends of Cambuslang 
Park who provided funding and other support leading to the erection of the Cairn.  
He said, “Apart from the    historical significance the cairn was also a monument to 
the work of a large number of community volunteers who gave freely of their time for 
the public good”. 

The event was also marked with a short service led by the Reverend Ian C. 
MacKenzie of Cambuslang Parish Church, and the Reverend Brian Graham of   
Cambuslang Baptist Church who referred to the significance of the Wark and to the 
fact that on one occasion in August 1742 a congregation of more than 30,000 people 
were present.  A notable leading figure was the Reverend William McCulloch,      
minister of the Church and was assisted by the great evangelist of the day George 
Whitfield, whose name still survives in Whitfield Terrace and Avenue. 

Approximately 40 people turned up at the Cairn     Dedication, and took part in the 
short service.  Most     people agreed that the      tranquil setting and the bird song 
joining in with the       harmonies of the people, made this a truly                 unforget-
table experience. 
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Website www.cambuslangpark.org 

For Friends who do not have access to our website, we thought it 

would be interesting for you to see some of the comments that have 

been posted on our site.  If you  haven’t visited the site, please have 

a look and we would love to hear your comments. 

I was born in my Grannies house at 16 

King’s Crescent. My Grannies building was 

known as Mulligans Mansion.  It was a 

showcase building built just after the 

war. All the houses were different from 

each other. We stayed in a quarter villa 

with 4 bedrooms, it was a big house. My 

parents stayed there with my grand- 

parents until my mother had her 6th 

child. 

My mother was offered a house in the 

Circuit at one point, but it was top floor 

and she wasn’t used to high buildings (she 

was born in a miner’s row) and she was 

frightened her children might jump out of 

the windows 

Mary Devlin 

I would like to thank Anne from The Friends of 

Cambuslang Park Group for arranging a recent 

visit for my husband and I to the Uniting Free 

Church, Beech Avenue. I can scarcely believe 

from a small request via the internet that I 

have now travelled to Cambuslang, seen the 

inside of the church that was once home and 

place of worship to my grandmothers family 

many years ago and established a wonderful 

friendship along the way. I also wish to thank 

group members Margaret and Norman who also 

took time out to meet with us on our visit. I 

feel that the preserving of local history in ones 

community brings people together with a 

common goal and the social benefits are an 

added bonus to the knowledge gained. The 

information I take home to Australia to the 

older relatives in particular will be eagerly 

received and I am particularly grateful to be 

able to access this on their behalf. I look 

forward in the future to following the growth 

and activities of your group with much interest. 

Thank you once again. 

Erika Gray 

Australia 
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Well done for a super day on Saturday 30 

August. My wife and I thoroughly enjoyed 

ourselves and very much impressed by the 

various performances and hard work of 

the management staff. 

Ed Boyle 

Robert Bell brought back lots of memories, I first remember the Park in 1938, aged 5, at a 

sunny Co-op Gala, free cakes and drinks from local retailers, crowds of people and children, 

Bands, foot-races, great jollity, up on the sports fields. A bi-plane towed a banner about 

1000 feet above the crowd, advertising Barr's IRN-Brew, much to my amazement. Galas 

were kept going throughout World War Two funded by the Daily Express, to encourage 

people to holiday at home and avoid travelling. I lived in the Kirkhill area, constantly in the 

Park. There were three ponds then, the middle one always called the Lily pond, each with 

ducks and red-breasted sticklebacks. The Home Guard practised throwing dud grenades, 

veterans showing 17-year-old boys how to throw round-arm, as well as the A.R.P practices. 

My father, also in the Home Guard, showed us a small coal-seam in the bank above the path 

east of the top Pond, where he and other lads had dug illicit coal during the First World 

War. This was probably the same seam exploited about 1960 by an open-cast coal mine in 

the fields above the upper Stile. 

Just below the upper Stile was a great vantage point to see the scores of bonfires burning 

all over North Lanarkshire on VE night in 1945, the end of Hitler's war, when I was 12. 

Similarly only with thousands of people in the Park, and a huge bonfire south and west of 

the tennis courts, we saw on Coronation night in 1953, bonfires as far as Stirlingshire, with 

rockets and fireworks. Trees were smaller and the valley much less built up then. 

 

The games facilities in the Park were much used in the 40's and 50's, I often played tennis 

there, and thanks to the energy and enthusiasm of a family of good ball-payers called Muir, 

many games of cricket were played on the area above the amphitheatre.  I remember having 

long periods to admire the lovely view from the area where a children's’ playground exists 

now, as I fielded interminably while a Muir boy defended his wicket with great skill! The 

Muir family deserve a plaque in the Park to themselves, so well did they use it.                

John McHugh, Dorset 
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I attended the fun day with my 16 

month old son and we both really 

enjoyed it. Thank you to the organisers 

for providing an event for all ages to 

enjoy. Keep up the good work.         

Laura Walker 

This is great. My heart skipped when I happened upon this website. Before the Friends 

were formed I visited the park to stroll down memory lane and was horrified at the 

graffiti, drained smelly muddy pond, disrepair , lack of care for plants and general state of 

such a great asset and community facility. 

My father had been responsible for the park when he was a Councillor in the 60's and I 

have fond memories of long summers, tennis, putting, paddling, model boats, hide and seek, 

family walks, picnics, dad taking our pictures, concerts,  fab ice cream, dodging the parky on 

our bikes, courting couples, sunbathing, catching baggies, chestnuts, old quarry, sculpted 

face, legends, racing twigs in the burn and on and on.   

The history is fascinating as well, the preaching braes. I wrote a piece about one of the 

soldiers who was recuperating in the nearby first world war hospital, the requisitioned 

Gateside School, who wrote anti war poems and poetry about his Faith (he was a Baha'i) 

while walking in the park, MY PARK ! I thought how great is that. All the years later I was 

inspired in the same place as someone 50 years before, and Christians long before this. 

Keep up the good work, it is a special place with so much to offer on so many levels. We 

tend to lose sight of the value of the wholesome things until they are lost.  Keep it green, 

free, family, fun, healthy, botanical, inspiring, community, unifying, restful....... 

Best regards , your friends are my friends. 

Hari Docherty, Galashields 

 

The Multi use Games Court in the park 

is great - the children can play in it all 

year round 

Anne, Cambuslang 
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The group are looking ahead to future projects that we can carry out in 
Cambuslang Park.  

We are presently looking at the feasibility of restoring the Dovecot in the 
park. If you have any information of when it was erected, old photographs 
or memories of the Dovecot could you please contact the Friends of  
Cambuslang Park. 
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The Friends of Cambuslang Park recently held a Race Night in order 
to raise some much needed funds in order for the group to hold    
forthcoming events in the Park for the community.  The event was 
held in the Whitefield Bowling Club in Cambuslang.  

The Group would like to thank everyone who contributed on the night:  

Sponsers: Gilmores; Z-Cars; Wendy     Russell; Margaret Sloan; Alan Carmichael & 
Kenny & Caroline; Findlays Pub. 

Raffle Prizes: Norman Rae; Heather Petrie; Margaret Sloan & Friends; Ellen & 
Gordon; Anne Flannigan; Joy Anderson; Hamish McBride; Scott & Fiona; Agnes; 
Russell & Pam Clearie; John Edgar; Liz Watson; Wendy Russell; Anne Livey; Carri-
gans Pub. 

and those who helped organise the buffet : Joy Anderson; Margaret Sloan; Tracy 
Jones; Heather Petrie and Margaret Gillespie. 

We would particularly like to thank our two young Bank Tellers on the night, Simon 
and Timothy Cais, who did a fantastic job of collecting and paying out the money! 

We managed to raise a whopping £761 on the night, so thankyou everyone.  

People are already asking us when we are holding our next one!  Look out we are     
planning to hold a quiz night in February. 

 

See Photo Gallery for Photo’s  
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Following last year’s very successful Halloween event in Cambuslang Park, the 
Friends of Cambuslang Park were determined to make the 2008 Halloween event 
an even bigger success.  Months of planning and preparation were involved, and we 
are delighted to say the day was a great success.  Shown below and overleaf are 
some of the characters who appeared on the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Photo Gallery for Photo’s  
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The group are in the process of gathering names of children who would be            
interested in joining a Young Explorers Club.  If you are interested please fill in the 
form and send or hand in to The Friends of Cambuslang Park, c/o Changing Places, 
Cambuslang Institute, Greenlees Road, Cambuslang, G72 8DT - we are hoping to 
start the club early in 2009. 

 

 

 

 Would you like to take part in other activities in the park?
 YES / NO 

 What type of activities would you like to take part in? 

  Arts & Crafts 

  Exploring and Playing Games 

  Storytelling 

  Taking Photographs 

  Other: ………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

Name: …………………………………………………………..  Age: …………….. 

Address: ………………………………………………………………………………… 

Postcode: ……………………….. 

Email: ………………………………………………………………………………... 
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These are just some of the things that the Friends of Cambuslang Park are            
organising for 2009, though we expect that we will add to this list as the months go 
on. 

 

21ST FEBRUARY 2009 

QUIZ NIGHT  

IN AID OF FUNDS FOR EVENTS 

 

EARLY MARCH 2009 

SPRING CLEAN-UP IN 

THE PARK 

 

LATE MARCH 2009 

SPRING PLANTING 

MEMORIES EVENT 

WEDNESDAY 20TH MAY 2009 

CAMBUSLANG INSTITUTE 

 

FAMILY FUN DAY 

SATURDAY 29TH AUGUST, 2009 

IN CAMBUSLANG PARK 

29TH APRIL 2009 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

CAMBUSLANG INSTITUTE  

7—9 PM 

HALLOWEEN EVENT 

SATURDAY 31ST 

OCTOBER 2009 

2-4 PM 

 

MULTIPLE FAITH SERVICE 

SUNDAY 30TH AUGUST, 2009 

IN CAMBUSLANG PARK 
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Wish everyone a very  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

And look forward to seeing you at some of 

our events next year in the Park. 

Supported Supported Supported Supported 

by:by:by:by:    

If you would like to contribute an article to this publication, please 

contact Heather Petrie at CREATE, 1-15 Main Street, Cambuslang G72 

7EX.  Tel: 0141 641 8884 or email hpetrie@create-ltd.co.uk 

Chairperson: Norman Rae  

Secretary: Anne Flannigan 


