
I was at the memories 
event, in the institute, in 
Cambuslang and I 
enjoyed myself, very 
much, looking forward 
to more events, my first 
time there. Met people I 
new, and some people I 
was at school with. . 
Good to talk. Thanks
Elsierose Sanders

Hi Elsie - so glad you enjoyed the 
memories event - I too met 
school friends I had not seen for 
years - it is great speaking to 
people and the amount of 
information we gather, which of 
course is our heritage, is 
amazing - thanks for coming 
along
Anne

I came from 
Summerville St in 
Cambuslang, and went 
to St Brides school, and 
my husband is the school 
janitor at st Brides 
school. I used to cut the 
old janitors hair till he 
died Mr Mulrooney. he 
was a great man always 
had time for the 
children , when my 
husband got the job I 
phoned Mr Mulrooney 
to tell him that my 
husband Alex has got 
the Mulrooney keys of St 
Brides and that its a 
pleasure to have them 
after him. thought that 
you would liked to have 
heard that.
Elsierose Sanders

Remember the ARP demonstrations during the war –
Aunt Nell showed how to operate the hose – may have 
photo’s at home 
Interested in the Ecumenical Service 
Elspeth MCKissock

I was born in my Grannies house at 16 King’s Crescent. 
My Grannies building was known as Mulligans Mansion. 
It was a showcase building built just after the war. All the 
houses were different from each other. We stayed in a 
quarter villa with 4 bedrooms, it was a big house. My
parents stayed there with my grandparents until my 
mother had her 6th child.
My mother was offered a house in the Circuit at one 
point, but it was top floor and she wasn’t used to high 
buildings (she was born in a miner’s row) and she was 
frightened her children might jump out of the windows
Mary Devlin

Comments from 
Memories Event 4th June 2008 
Further e-mail correspondence

Hi Anne,

I've enclosed a photo of my two son's and my sister's (nee 
Patricia O'Brien) two daughter's strolling in the park in the 
late 60's. Now in their 40's they're still as friendly as ever.

Cheers

Margaret Limerick



On-going Correspondence with Erika in Australia who has a great record of her family’s history

I am seeking some information about the history of the Free Uniting Church Cambuslang. 
My Great grandfather John Russell was the caretaker of the church for many years. He 
lived in a tiny apartment at the church with his wife Helen and seven children before 
immigrating to Australia in 1920.My grandmother spoke fondly of growing up in the 
locality. Her letters from her mother have been passed onto me and she described the 
neighbours and events at the time as she wrote to my grandmother after she left on an 
Australian ship as a war bride. If you could direct me to any websites which might have 
some information about the church and the events between 1900-1920 I would be most 
grateful. Thanking you Erika 

Hi Erika - I have a couple of web sites that may be of some interest to you - the Gordon Dinnie site has a postcard 
photo of Trinity Church in Cambuslang which was the United Free church before the amalgamation of the United Free 
Church and the Church of Scotland - I spoke to the minister of Trinity and she is going to ask a couple of her 
congregation who know the history of the church if there is any info they can give -hope this is of some use to you
Anne

http://gordondinnie.com/Clang.html
http://www.edwardboyle.com/EB/cambuslang/Cambuslang.html

Hi Anne,
Sincere thanks for your reply to my request. I Have seen Gordon Dinnies site. I was 
absolutely beside myself when I came across it. I found it gave our family a true account 
of what the area would have looked like as my grandmother was in her teens. In her 
letters both she and her family speak of places that were well represented in the 
postcards. It is wonderful to be able to see these images as it explains in many ways how 
difficult it would have been for her, not only leaving her family to come to Australia, but 
trying to settle into a rural community with your nearest neighbour 5 miles away! I tried 
to leave a message on Gordon's guest book to tell him how much it meant to  our family to 
be able to access his site but I cannot get through the required registration and my 
messages cannot be sent? I have his site marked in my favourites and the postcards have 
been eagerly visualised by family members. I will enjoy accessing the information on the 
other site you mentioned also. I did come to Cambuslang in 1989 for a brief visit when I 
lived in England for a year with my husband and 3 young children. Unfortunately we 
didn't have a lot of time to sightsee, but we did see the church and camped at a lovely 
tourist park on the banks of Loch Lomond which was where my Australian grandfather 
proposed to my grandmother. (2 weeks after they met)We are returning again in July this 
year and were wondering if it was possible to see the interior of the church? My
grandmother’s letters contain some quite amusing anecdotes of how the family were 
accommodated sleeping wise in the adjoining tiny apartment and I was also wondering if 
we could view these premises? I realise these request may be rather imposing but maybe 
someone at the church could oblige us somehow. It would certainly mean a lot to me if 
this could possibly be organised. We have a booking at the Kelvingrove Hotel Glasgow on 
the 25th of July and if necessary will take the following day to tour the area as well. I
would be fine with me if you wanted to pass my email onto someone at the church to 
follow up, but once again many thanks for you kind reply. Regards Erika

Hi Erika - I will see what I can do - the minister at Trinity is a lovely lady and I am sure she will do all she can to 
accommodate you - I will get back to you once I have spoken to her

Anne



Dear Anne,
Once again thanks for your reply. I do appreciate your interest and your willingness to 
look into these requests for me. I have been looking at the things I have in my 
grandmother’s suitcase. There is certainly an assortment of artefacts. I noted that there 
were half a dozen Church notifications which were obviously handed out at the 
services called “Our Monthly Record”. These date from 1914 through to 1920.I also have 
a very well written article that was in one of the local papers when my great 
grandfather died in Australia and was written by the Rev Gray whom he stayed in 
contact with after he left the home land. There is also an a transcript of a newspaper 
article written after my uncles death at the Somme which talks about his diary being 
sold to raise funds for local boys in the community still serving. I have copies of my 
grandmother’s story and would be happy to send one on to you. In preference to the 
original story which is handwritten and 22 pages, I have a couple of cd's of her reading 
the script. I am happy to send you copies if you are interested. I must point out 
however that much of the story centres around her Australian experiences, although 
there is mention of a return trip to Britain in 1970's and a trip to see her eldest brother 
in America. Most of the Cambuslang letters I have are from my great grandmother 
(Helen Russell) to my grandmother (Elizabeth Russell) after she went came to live in 
Australia as a war bride. They used to write regularly each week. There is lots of 
family news and notification of local activities and neighbourhood visits described. I 
will try and copy a few before I come that may have more interesting content. Some of 
the articles etc are a little big to send as attachments, via the internet, so if you have 
an address I can post them too this might be a better option. I’m afraid we will be 
coming in less than 2 weeks so I may be limited with what I have time to copy before 
we leave. When I return however I will be happy to send any additional material I feel 
you might be interested in. Please let me know what you are looking for in regards to 
your collection. I wondered if a photo of my grandmother around the age she was when 
she left would be appropriate for the newspaper or a photo of her parents. I am sending 
a little excerpt from her story about accommodation in the church flat which was a 
little too small to house a family which included seven children! With today's 
expectations in mind it makes one realise how the generations before us just got on 
with things and accepted the positives in life which did come their way. It is very much 
noted from my grandmother’s literature that the family dearly loved their 
accommodation and entire association with the church and its community and saw 
this calling to serve as a real blessing.    
"I have often been asked how nine of us managed to find beds in a kitchen,1 bedroom, 

parlour and bathroom flat? Actually it worked out very well. In the kitchen there was 
a concealed bed in front of which there was a long curtain.(Mother and Father slept 
there.) Underneath this was a "Hurley "bed.(A double bed on castors.) It was pulled out 
at night and pushed back during the day.(My younger sisters Helen and Margaret 
slept there.) Jean and I slept in the bedroom. There was a wide passage around the flat 
which housed a bed behind a closed door.(My brother Hamilton slept there.)In the 
parlour we had a large sideboard and on opening the front doors of the sideboard a 
wooden bed base was let down and the mattress laid out to accommodate my brothers 
Bob and Jack. In 1911 brother Bob left for California. In 1913 Hamilton left for Australia 
and Jack enlisted in 1914.Sleeping arrangements then changed so that Helen and I slept 
in the lobby bed, Margaret and Jean took the bedroom and the sideboard was only used 
when we had boys home on leave."



Hi Erika - sorry for the delay in getting back to you but I was away for a few days. I have spoken about your request to 
visit Cambuslang and the church on the 26th July to Dr Rodney Bessent who is the session clerk at Trinity. Although he 
will be on holiday himself he will arrange for someone to open the church for you to have a look inside - as you will see I 
have copied him in on this e-mail and I will send your previous e-mails to him also - I have spoken with our local 
newspaper and if you are willing they would like to do a little feature when you visit - would it also be possible for you 
to bring copies of your grandmothers letters as we are trying to build up historical documents and memories of the 
Cambuslang area - please do not feel that you have to take part in the local paper article to be allowed to visit the 
church     Anne
Hi Anne, 
Just letting you know that I am getting a few things together to send on to you. A few articles 
and a couple of cd's. As I mentioned I will look into it fully on my return and see what else I 
can pass on that may be of interest. I have re-read a couple of letters that might be suitable but 
every now and then there is a little "slight" about someone local and I certainly wouldn't want 
to offend anyone!! I have included a story written by my great grandmother Helen Russell 
when she went to support a young soldier whose family were known to them whilst her own 
son, Jack, was off in France. I realise it may not be of interest because it mentions family 
connections, but I just love reading it because it depicts the wonderful way she had with the 
written word. She pours out her heart and feelings onto paper. It fascinates me because It 
shows she had a very caring way with people. She was a person I feel who took advantage of 
chance meetings and as a result established some wonderful friendships. I was adopted into 
the family and have always counted my blessings to have been received into such a fabulous 
clan. My grandmother and her sisters were such fascinating and energetic people to be around. 
As a result we have a huge collection of like minded aunties, uncles and cousins, so growing up 
in this fold was, and still is just a fantastic experience. When I read Great Grandmother 
Russell's letters and noted the way she took such pleasure in her interactions with people, it is 
so much my persona as well. I truly love meeting people and getting down to the nitty gritty of 
relating and really enjoying time spent with others. You don't get a lot of folks relishing that 
pastime these days, so every time I sit down with a cuppa and her letters I feel like she is 
giving me permission to be myself in this way and willing me to be proud of it. The other thing 
I love about Helen Russell is her love for and her relationships with her children. When you 
read her letters you can see she has a respectful, loving but true friendship with all her 
children and I feel as a parent that is a true art which needs to much time and effort put in. I 
am blessed to have a similar relationship with my children and I thank God every day for that. 
I am also fortunate to have many of the letters that my grandfather Charlie Hayman wrote to 
my grandmother Bessie Russell from the time they first met in Cambuslang and then came to 
Australia. Unfortunately my grandfather died in his forties and I never had the pleasure of 
meeting him. The way he and Bessie communicated with one another was just beautiful. In 
fact she made several additions to her story and one mentioned all the wonderful letters they 
shared and how lovingly her husband wrote. In facts she ends that little anecdote by stating 
that every letter her husband sent to her was a love letter. Once again like Helen Russell he 
put every feeling onto paper and I am very honoured to have the letters as it has allowed me 
to get to know them all in such a personal way. Great Grandmother mentions in many letters 
she sent to Australia how much she loved Charlie and when you read the letters they both 
wrote, I feel they had very similar personalities. I do hope we get the opportunity to meet when 
we visit Cambuslang. I realise these days that many people have work commitments, but if 
you'd be available, it would be great to have the opportunity to meet face to face. We will be 
staying at the Kelvingrove Hotel Glasgow on the night of 25th July. The booking is under my 
name, Erika Gray. We are heading out on the 1st of July and flying to Paris for a week. Should 
you wish to contact me, we will be staying with friends in Ash, Surrey from the 8th of July 
before we head off to Wales on the 17th July. The phone number is 1252679643.Sorry I don't 
know if you need any codes for that? Alternatively we hope to take an old laptop with us and 
hopefully we'll be able to access our emails. Will post your parcel off this week.  Kind Regards. 
Erika.( I swore this time I would spare you a monologue, but o my! I'm afraid I've done it 
again!! )



Dear Erika what a fascinating memento of your families lives you have, it is a wonderful thing to look back at 
and marvel at how people managed at that time but I suppose they, as your grandmother says, just got on 
with it - it would be great if you could send me anything you have time to look out - and if you have any 
old photo's I am sure the local paper would be interested in seeing them - as I am in my 60's I remember living 
in what was called a room and kitchen with 2 inset beds in the kitchen, my mother and father in one and my 
two brothers in the other, the one in the bedroom was for me and my older sister, I suppose that was luxury 
compared to what your grandparents had.     Anne 

Hi Anne,
Would be delighted to meet up on the Friday night. Let me know if you would 
prefer to come and meet us for a meal or coffee after tea. We hope to be accessing 
emails whilst we are away, if not perhaps you could leave a message at the 
Kelvingrove hotel. I have got a mobile number but I am not sure if my phone will 
accept the simcard? The number is +447521284334. I hope so as my daughter who is 
also there at present has purchased it for me with 30 pound credit!! Well we fly out 
today and I am getting truly excited. It has been a 20 year wait to get back to 
Britain and I have dreamt about the prospect so often. We made lots of friends last 
time and I just love the history of the country. It will be fantastic to tour around 
once again and take in the sites. Thanks again for your email. Looking forward to 
catching up. Cheers for now. Erika.

Hi Erika - hope you had a good trip to the UK - I would love to meet you on the Friday evening and I will leave it 
up to you whether it be for dinner or coffee as it will depend on how you feel after your travels - Rodney 
Bessent has been in touch and given me details of who will open the church on Sat morning his name is Robert 
Dickie and his phone number is 0141 641 2094 e-mail dickie178@btinternet.com - as I can not make it on Sat 
morning one of my fellow members has indicated that she should be ok to come and meet you her name is Joy 
Anderson - I will confirm this nearer the time

Hi Anne, Hope all went well with your holiday and you all had a great time. I bet 
Matthew had fun. We are continuing to have both a full and rewarding stay and 
will be returning with such amazing memories. Our stay in Burton in Lonsdale was 
wonderful and the cottage was just superb and in a glorious setting. It was fabulous 
to come home each day and relax in the conservatory and just look out at the 
wildlife and gardens. We met a lovely couple next door about ten years older than 
us and we had a drink with them each night before tea. Very civilised!! Then we all 
went out for a meal on our last night. It was great. We enjoyed seeing all over the 
area and got to York, the lakes district, Skipton, Hawes, Settle, Windemere 
Ambleside just to mention a few places. Thank god for our extensive map book 
because I forget half of what we do each day and need to be reminded with our tour 
books etc!! We also got to Hadrian’s Wall and Lancaster. We are busy trying to get 
all the photos onto disks at present. We thought to bring all the electrical cords etc 
for the computer but not the software!!!!It was terrific to get back home to our 
friends and we have been busy the last few days catching up with everyone again. 
Kenny rang me whilst we were away. Sounded like a very friendly fellow. He just 
wanted a few impressions about how things went at the church. Wasn't quite game 
to ask him when he thought the article would be in print, so I was wondering if you 
had any idea? Well must away and get a few more things sorted. We are trying to 
send some things home over the next couple of days and make some arrangements 
for some overnight B and B stays at places like Cheltenham, Bath, Brighton etc. 
Trust life is treating you well. Cheers for now. Erika.



Hi Erika - you are getting around aren't you - you will probably see more of the UK than I will ever see -
regarding the Rutherglen Reformer, yes Kenny is a very nice person, it is hard to say when it will be published 
as there have been a lot of Gala days recently and they cover all of these - I am hoping that it will be in sooner 
rather than later - I will let you know when it is published and will send a copy to you - you should also be able 
to read the story on line - I was speaking to Margaret who came to meet you at the church and like me she 
says it was like speaking to an old friend you are so easy to talk to - we have a group meeting on Wed so I will 
bring everyone up to date with your story to date - Matthew was pleased with his post card, thank you, I think 
he thought the lady in the advert on the bus was you so I showed him your photo so that he could relate to 
who had sent him the card - we had a lovely time at Camelot the weather was great for the four days we were 
there which makes such a difference - M's favourite ride was the Dragon Flyer which was a mini roller 
coaster with a few sharp corners and dips which 'tossed' you from side to side which he thought was great -
there were a few rides which were deemed as 'baby' rides now that he is the grand age of five - as well as the 
rides there were workshops, which taught some tricks, magic shows and a jousting show which was very well 
acted out with the good knights and the bad knights, the show also had a lot of funny bits and was good 
entertainment - the park also had a mini farm and M was particularly taken with a little goat which was 
wandering about the courtyard - once again I am so glad that I came to meet both you and Rob on the Friday 
evening I had such a lovely time - will be in touch soon      Anne

Hi Anne, Have tried sending a comment but lost the lot it isn't allowing access? I 
Have written something which i wondered if you could post for me or even print
off and table at your meeting? the diatribe is as follows!!(though for me I have 
endeavoured to keep it short!)Thanks. Erika

Erika’s & husband Rob’s visit to Trinity Church Aug ‘08



Hi Anne
Here are a couple of photos I have e-copies of , unfortunately they don’t show much of the park but do show we kids had fun. They 
are taken in mid 50’s. I can make a better quality scan if they are of use. Note the back of one shows my dad 

My fathers name was Henry Docherty he was a Councillor (8th district Council? He encouraged the use of the bandstand for 
summer concerts and we were particularly glad to see young bands.

I don’t have the copyright for any old photos of the park, I borrowed them from the internet (Ed Boyles web site has a few) I will 
send web links to photos.

That’s bad news about Gateside School, maybe I will get over and take some photos unless its already gone!!

All the best
Hari

         

    

More messages from Hari Docherty
Hi again
I forgot to mention also the poet E.T.Hall from Salford who among other soldiers recuperated in Cambuslang War Hospital after 
the first world war and used the Cambuslang Park and other local amenities such as Halfway bowling club. I said I wrote about
him prior to 2001 and how he sent a poem he wrote in Cambuslang and probably reflected on in the park was sent to the Head 
of the Bahai Faith and received a reply mentioning the poem all caught my imagination. I looked back at that article and it is 
interesting now to see what I wrote.
It began when I looked at a photocopy of a manuscript "Poems" by Edward Theodore Hall (the original in Manchester Baha’i 
Centre) of a collection of poems by the early British Baha’i E.T.Hall who was devoted to Abdu’l Baha. The introduction said the 
poems were written during the first world war in the forests of Blavincourt and while recuperating at the war hospital in 
Cambusland Glasgow. (arrived at the end of February 1918 and staying until May 30th 1918 with acute nephritis)  I knew there 
was no place called Cambusland because if such a place existed being so close to the name Cambuslang it would have been 
noticed by me before. I assumed it must be a typographical error and asked around. Was there ever a hospital in Cambuslang? I
asked. The answer was that Gateside School was used as a Hospital for soldiers in the First World War. It was beside a railway 
line and a temporary platform was made to allow them to disembark and be taken to the School/Hospital directly opposite. The 
convalescing soldiers (he was seconded to the Canadian Forestry Corps) used the park that was up the street from the Hospital 
and made use of other local facilities such as the bowling club in Halfway.
Hall himself recounts how he took short walks in the park and trips into Glasgow.
The thought of all this Baha’i activity, of Abdu’l Baha receiving a poem written in my home village Halfway/Cambuslang was too 
exciting to leave out of the talk. 
(Regrettably the once beautiful park is neglected now and has graffiti and derelict bandstand, maybe a social economic 

development candidate). "

Prophetic or what?   Hari

entered the photo into a competition. From our point of view it is good he mentions the park. I have seen a few old photos and 
postcards of the park on the internet, when will we get to see the photos you collect. (I might have seen one you don’t have).
I will look through unscanned photos and see if there are any more. Some I found turned out to be Livingstone memorial park.

all the best  Hari




